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Codey gives boost to Greystone preservation effort

By Lawrenca Ragonase
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The 133-year-old Greystone

ing 1o state Senale President
Richard Codey (D-Essex), who
hopes to form & wak foroe o
consider how to save the moas-
sive, abandoned structure in
Parsippany.

Codeywill introduce a resolu-
thon mext week wheén the Senate
reconvenes to establish a panel
to include historians, mental
health advocates, architects,
local, county and state officlals,
plus former Greystone patients
andor family members.
Codey’s decision gives a huge

boost to a fladgling grassroots

Hurrhﬁawlﬂﬂnnhmlhn
hospital and surrounding acre-
nge, Preserve Greystone, a non-

and generate viable options for
the future of the nearly half-mil-
lion structure that
dates to 1876, plus some 130
surrounding acres.
“Greystone has a comphex
history, one that should be pre-
served as both a celebration of
how far we've come and a stark
reminder of the Indignities that
individuals with mental ill-
ness suffered at one time,” sald
Codey, a longtime Greystone
walchdog and mental-health
advocate. “Without question,

Greystone Is a melting pot of
cultural, social and architec-
tural history."

Codey wants the task force Lo

completion, the building was
christened in 1876 by President
Ulysses 5. Grant.
Whulmwm.:
Greystone opened in Parsip-
pany last year, the old Grey- |
stone was abandoncd and
mothballed. It was turned over
to the state treasury depart-
ment, which hired a real estate
consultant to assess its future. |
That worrted local residents
and preservationists, who were
excited to learn about Codey's



